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Dear Friends of Autism,Dear Friends of Autism,

I would like to welcome you to the 17th Annual Together for Autism 
Virtual Conference.  This year presenting “HOT Topics in Autism” in 
El Paso, Texas! 

We are very excited to bring you nationally and internationally 
recognized speakers, as well as speakers from our very own 
districts.  They will share evidence-based practices and strategies 
that will guide parents, professionals, and educators in the 
development of both the educational and social programming of 
individuals with Autism Spectrum Disorders.
 
Finally, I want to personally thank every individual with autism and 
the families that I have had the pleasure of learning with and from 
them. 

What a year this has been!  We have ALL had to adjust to this 
new normal and work harder than ever imagined continuing to 
provide the BEST for our students, families, and communities.  But…
you have done it!  Be proud of all that has been accomplished 
this year.

Sincerely,

Katherine Wellborn, M.Ed., C.A.S.
Project Manager-Autism Spectrum Disorders
Education Service Center-Region 19

December 1, 2020
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December 1, 2020 3:45-7:00 PM (MST)

December 2, 2020  3:45-7:00 PM (MST)

Barry M. Prizant, Ph.D., CCC-SLP
Adjunct Professor, Brown University

“Uniquely Human:  A Different Way of Seeing Autism”“Uniquely Human:  A Different Way of Seeing Autism”

Opening Keynote

3:45-5:15 PM (MST) SELECT ONE

Breakout 1

Breakout 2

Joel Shaul, LCSW
“Engaging Social Communication Resources “Engaging Social Communication Resources 
for Children and Teens with ASD”for Children and Teens with ASD”

Jenny Montalvo, ESC Region 7
“Making Sensory Rooms Educational”“Making Sensory Rooms Educational”

Breakout 3 Tisha Gonzalez, M.A., SLP, LBA, BCBA, 
“Visual Supports to Improve Behavior”“Visual Supports to Improve Behavior”

5:15-5:30 PM Break
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Breakout 4

Breakout 5

Breakout 6

Socorro ISD Autism Specialists:  Jennifer 
Brodbeck, Claudia Chavez, Diane F. 
Flores, Elvia Flores, Clarissa Mijares, and 
Candace Morales
“Rev Your Engine:  Decisions Fueled by Data”“Rev Your Engine:  Decisions Fueled by Data”

Anissa Moore, M.Ed., BCBA, LBA
“What’s the Paycheck?  Effective “What’s the Paycheck?  Effective 
Reinforcement Principles for the Hard-to-Reinforcement Principles for the Hard-to-
Reinforce Student”Reinforce Student”

Layne Pethick, ESC Region 10 
“The Brain, Autism, and Instructional Practices “The Brain, Autism, and Instructional Practices 
in the Classroom, Home and Community: in the Classroom, Home and Community: 
Understanding Basic Neurological Factors to Understanding Basic Neurological Factors to 
Help Children!”Help Children!”

5:30-7:00 PM (MST) SELECT ONE
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December 3, 2020 3:45-7:00 PM (MST)
Closing Keynotes

Kelly Mahler, OTD, OTR/L and                          
Chloe Rothschild, Autism Advocate

Anissa Moore, M.Ed., BCBA, LBA

“The 5 Keys to Successfully Supporting the Behavioral Regulation “The 5 Keys to Successfully Supporting the Behavioral Regulation 
Needs of a Person with Autism”Needs of a Person with Autism”

“Life in the Dunking Booth:  Facing Head-on What Life Throws at You”“Life in the Dunking Booth:  Facing Head-on What Life Throws at You”

3:45-5:15 PM

5:30-7:00 PM

5:15-5:30 PM Break and “Door Prizes”
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Day 1Day 1 3:45-7:00 PM (MST)

“Uniquely Human: A Different Way of 
Seeing Autism”
Barry M. Prizant, Ph.D., CCC-SLP
(www.barryprizant.com)
Adjunct Professor, Brown University

There are many misconceptions about autism and the experience of autistic people. In this presentation, 
myths surrounding 1) behaviors observed in autism, 2) the family experience of autism, 3) the view of autism 
as a tragedy and 4) the belief that autism is only experienced by the individual with the ASD diagnosis will be 
challenged and a paradigm-shifting perspective will be offered. 

ASD is defined by a checklist of impairments, and this perspective leads to treatments that often focus on 
ridding a person of “autistic” symptoms. Instead of classifying behavior as deviant and pathological, we 
will examine such patterns as part of human development and human behavior— a range of strategies to 
communicate and to cope with a world that feels confusing, overwhelming and frightening. Informed by 
published research, four decades of experience working with autistic people and their families, and first-
person accounts, the experience of autistic people is addressed in a manner leading to more respectful and 
developmentally appropriate approaches. Finally, the notion that autism is best understood as a shared human 
experience involving relationships within the family and community, rather than a condition within a person will 
also be considered. 

The presentation will conclude with a summary of evidence that leads to a compelling new way of 
understanding and living with autism, by honoring the uniqueness of each individual, by building on interests 
and strengths and by providing a range of appropriate supports. The themes presented are drawn from Dr. 
Prizant’s best-selling book, Uniquely Human: A Different way of Seeing Autism, winner of the Autism Society of 
America’s “Temple Grandin Award for Outstanding Literary Work” and ranked #1 of Book Authority’s Books “75 
Best Books on Autism of All Time”.

Learning Outcomes:  

      1. Participants will be able to identify 3 behavioral patterns in ASD that have been inaccurately 
      identified as “deviant” rather than “unique”.

      2. Participants will be able to apply three ways to help “de-pathologize” autism in educational 
      efforts and for families.

      3. Participants will apply strategies to support students based on newer understandings of 
      autism in educational and home settings.
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Day 2 Day 2 3:45-5:15 PM (MST) 

“Engaging Social Communication Resources 
for Children and Teens with Autism Spectrum 
Disorders”
Joel Shaul, LCSW

Breakout 1 Select One SessionSelect One Session

Whether you are a teacher, therapist or a parent working with children with 
autism, you probably have a solid understanding of ASD and have spent lots of 
time helping children on the spectrum to work on their conversation skills. But we 
all know what it is like to run out of good ideas in our teaching and therapy. This 

90-minute webinar gives you at least 12 fun and interesting games, lessons, and activities that you can use right 
away in your work. Participants will be introduced to Joel’s website, AutismTeachingStrategies.com and then 
be shown how to download and use lots of free printout games, activities, worksheets, slide presentations and 
lessons. The featured resources include games, drawing activities and worksheets to promote learning about 
peers and picture card-matching activities to help find common ground in conversation. Two examples are The 
Train Conversation Kit (https://bit.ly/3h8nYpl)  and Paper Fortune Tellers for Conversation (https://bit.ly/346BRR8) 
. The resources described in this presentation are for children with high functioning autism age 7 to 18.

Learning Outcomes:
      • Describe how to optimize engaging and visual elements of learning for students with 
      Autism Spectrum Disorders.

      • Demonstrate the use of numerous psycho-educational games and activities to promote 
      social communication skills.

      • Demonstrate the use of several psycho-educational games and activities to promote 
      relationship skills.
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5:15-5:30 PM      Break/Choose Your Next Session

66

“Making Sensory Rooms 
Educational”
Jenny Montalvo, ESC Region 7

Breakout 2

Do you have a sensory room or want to create 
one? If so, let’s explore evidence-based practices, 
such as visual supports, reinforcement and task 
analysis, to make it educational! Participants will 
explore a process to connect sensory activities to 
the TEKS at a prerequisite level to ensure that the 
sensory room is an educational space. 
Access to a guidebook will be given to assist in 
the creation of guidelines for room procedures 
to train staff and includes ready to use sensory 
awareness information to share with visitors.

“Visual Supports to Improve 
Behavior”
Tisha Gonzalez, M.A. SLP LBA BCBA TCAC

Breakout 3

Visual supports continue to be highly beneficial 
in supporting learners with autism.  Visuals add 
understanding and predictability to the student’s 
environment.  These strategies offer help in reducing 
challenging behaviors.  
Participants will gain ideas and learn how to use visual 
supports daily in their teaching environments.  Current 
research on the use visual strategies will be reviewed. 
A link to a Google Folder with materials will be shared 
so participants can download files to begin developing 
their own set of visual supports.



“Rev Your Engine: Decisions Fueled by Data”
Socorro ISD Autism Specialists
Jennifer Brodbeck, Claudia Chavez, Diane F. Flores, Elvia Flores, Clarissa Mijares 
Candace Morales

Breakout 4

From the way you structure your classroom to behavior intervention plans, learn how to build a strong solid 
driving plan for students, that is sustained by the collection of effective data. 
Participants will leave this training with an array of interventions and ready to use forms that will help in the 
development of their best designed student learning engines. 
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Day 2 Day 2 5:30–7:00 PM (MST) 
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“The Brain, Autism, and Instructional Practices 
in the Classroom, Home, and Community: 
Understanding Basic Neurological Factors to 
Help Children!”
Layne Pethick, ESC Region 10

Breakout 5  Select One SessionSelect One Session

One of the most basic of human needs is to be understood. Lack of understanding 
and/or following “standard practices” based on a label can have negative effects. 
We must stop looking for people to tell us what “to do to” our children and learn 

how to understand our children so we can discover what “to do for” them.

This session is designed to help people think and problem solve differently by looking at the brain of a person 
with autism, rather than the label. There will be discussions and activities to broaden knowledge on the 
neurological factors that can affect learning and behavior throughout the early and adolescent years in life.  

“What’s the Paycheck?  Effective 
Reinforcement Principles for the 
Hard-to-Reinforce Student”
Anissa Moore, M.Ed., BCBA, LBA

Breakout 6

The goal for our students is to value intrinsic reinforcement, but many times 
students with autism or developmental delays need external reinforcers to 
support new skill acquisition. 
In this session, participants will learn how to conduct easy yet effective preference 

assessments, use findings to expand a student’s bank of reinforcers (i.e. vary their “paychecks”), and acquire 
tips to reinforce the hard-to-reinforce student. 

88
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“The 5 Keys to Successfully Supporting the 
Behavioral Regulation Needs of a Person 
with Autism”
Kelly Mahler, OTD, OTR/L and Chloe Rothschild, Autism 
Advocate

3:45-5:15 PM (MST)

3:45-7:00 PM (MST)

Many times, the behavioral regulation needs of a person with autism are 
only supported at the surface level resulting in many underlying needs being 
overlooked.  This session provides the 5 key areas that should be a support 
consideration for every person with autism:  Finding the WHY, communication, 
sensory needs, predictability, and a structured approach to emotional 
understanding.

This session is filled with practical evidence-based strategies as well as a first-
person account from a person with autism.

5:15-5:30 PM Break and “Door Prizes”

Day 3Day 3
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“Life in the Dunking Booth:  Facing Head-on 
What Life Throws at You”
Anissa Moore, M.Ed., BCBA, LBA

5:30-7:00 PM (MST)

Educators, caregivers and families of individuals with special needs are faced 
with situations every day that challenge their patience, their character, and their 
motivation. In this session, Anissa Moore, an educator of over 25 years and a 
two-time cancer survivor, will share her personal and professional life in the 
“dunking booth” and offer career strategies to build confidence, change attitudes 
to gratitudes, and stand up when life’s little challenges knock you down. 
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Texas Speech-Language-Hearing Association
Instructions for Self-Reporting on your Registry
You must perform the following steps to add the course 17th Annual Together for Autism Conference 
course to your TSHA CE Registry.

1. Go to http://www.txsha.org.
2.  Click on Continuing Education and then TSHA CE Registry.
3. Click on the red Access the TSHA Member Registry button.
4.  Enter your Username and Password and click the red Logon button. Non-members will have  
 to create a guest account on the TSHA website to gain access to the reporting tool.
5.  Click the blue Add Sponsor Course button.
6.  Enter the Verification Code 2020100815 and click the blue Search button. Click the blue Select  
 button. Note: If the button is grey, you have already added this course to your registry. If your  
 course is not listed, please contact the Sponsor to make sure you have the correct  
 verification code.
7.  Click the blue Select button. Note: If the button is grey, you have already added this course  
 to your registry. If your course is not listed, please contact the Sponsor to make sure you have  
 the correct verification code.
8. Enter the date you completed the course and reenter the verification code.
9.  Affirm that you completed the course in its entirety. Note that TSHA will be conducting random  
 audits to verify that your name was on the Sponsor’s roster provided to TSHA.
10. Click the orange Next button.
11. Fill out the course evaluation and click the orange Submit button.

Now that you have added this course to your registry, you will have a permanent record of your 
completion of this course. You will also be able to print a course completion certificate by clicking 
on the PDF icon next to your course. Note: If you are not a TSHA member, you will be able to self 
report this course and print a certificate for your files, but the course will not be added to a registry 
and the certificate will only be available for five days after you complete the steps to report.
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See You
Next Year!

December 2-3, 2021


