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The World of Cybersecurity
The world of cybersecurity is vast 
and ever expanding. Get a 
glimpse into what it takes to be 
a part of this exciting and 
important field. Help to inspire 
the next generation of 
cybersecurity professionals. Are 
you up for the challenge?

Becoming a Nurse in the Time 
of COVID-19

This presentation will outline 
the changes that a nursing 
school undertook to deliver 
curriculum during the 
COVID-19 pandemic.  Key 
points will include conversion 
from F2F to online, determining 
safety in sending students to 
clinical sites, connecting with 
students to decrease anxiety 
and improve communication, 
and the value of early 
graduation in a time of 
economic collapse.

Developing Mid-Level CTE 
Administrators

Mid-Level CTE administrators 
wear tackle a high variety of 
district tasks year in and year out. 
Coordinators, Specialists and CTE 
Instructional Coaches provide 
valuable support to teachers and 
students. The Career and 
Technical Association of Texas has 
established an innovative 
approach to developing the next 
generation of CTE experts.

Izzac Gonzalez
IT Security Architect at IBM

Dr. Stephanie Woods
Dean at Texas Tech University Health 
Science Center - School of Nursing

Mark Bosher 
Director of Technical Assistance and 

Training at CTAT

How Technology Empowers 
Students to be College and 

Career Ready!
Our world is changing faster than 
ever. The future of learning will 
be profoundly social, 
student-centric, personalized, and 
supported by technology. What 
skills will today’s students need to 
be life-ready by the time they 
graduate? How can technology 
support their educational 
journey? To answer these critical 
questions, Microsoft launched a 
key piece of research: “The class 
of 2030 and life-ready learning: 
The technology imperative.”  This 
session looks at that report and 
how it will impact teaching and 
learning to come.

Navigating Careers and 
Finances: Free classroom 

resources from the Federal 
Reserve

Participants will have an 
opportunity to learn about free 
classroom resources that support 
career exploration, financial 
literacy, budgeting after high 
school. Join us for a quick 
overview of resources that will 
inform and support your 
classroom.

Education Activation: Digital 
Resources at No-Cost

EVERFI helps teachers, schools, 
and districts bring real-world skills 
to students. Topics on financial 
literacy, career and college 
readiness, social-emotional 
learning, and health and wellness 
come to live in a self-guided, 
auto-graded digital environment.

Thanks to our partners, we 
provide our digital platform, 
training, and support at no cost.

Brittnie Hebnes
 Learning Consultant at Microsoft

Susan Kizer
Senior Outreach Advisor at the Federal 

Reserve Bank of Dallas

Bri Nistler
Senior Regional Director at EVERFI

10:15 AM
to

11:00 AM

Welcome from Dr. Armando Aguirre, ESC Region 19 Executive Director; Dr. Roberto Coronado, Senior Vice President in Charge and Senior Economist for the Federal Reserve Bank of Dallas, El 
Paso Branch; and Leila Melendez, Chief Executive Officer for the Workforce Solutions Borderplex. 

Our keynote speaker for this dynamic virtual conference is Ms. Patricia Martin. She is a nationally recognized leader in the reform of school counseling and efforts to design training 
opportunities to help practicing counselors become an integral part of the primary mission for schools. Patricia J. Martin has over 30 years of experience as a public school educator. In 
addition, she has served as Senior Program Manager at the Education Trust, Inc., Assistant Vice President for the Middle States Regional Office of the College Board, and as a National 
Consultant for educational issues to The White House, U.S. Department of Education, The College Board and numerous other government agencies and educational institutions.

8:30 AM
to

10:00 AM
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Demystifying cybersecurity 
careers: Building awareness & 
accelerating student success

According to recent data from 
CISA and Raytheon, just 37% of 
K-12 students are encouraged to 
explore cybersecurity as a career. 
With over 4 million cybersecurity 
positions open now — with a 
median U.S. income over 
$90,000 — there’s never been a 
better time to discuss 
cybersecurity career 
opportunities with your students. 
Join Victor Malloy, General 
Manager of CyberTexas 
Foundation, and Megan Sawle, 
Director of Product Marketing at 
Infosec Institute, to explore:
-Essential cybersecurity 
competencies for every student
-Cybersecurity career 
opportunities for the next 
generation
-Security curriculum resources for 
Texas ISDs

MCA Foundation: Preparing 
our region for the Future of 
Healthcare and innovation

We will  be diving into an 
overview of who the Medical 
Center of the Americas is and 
it’s mission to create a robust 
workforce. There will be 
discussion on the various 
programs that encompass the 
MCA Foundation and their 
impact on our community. We 
will mainly be focusing on 
clinical research in the Paso del 
Norte Region and the many 
efforts the MCA has done over 
the years to increase their 
impact.

Postsecondary Advising 
Strategies and Implementation

This session will provide 
examples of how to implement 
an advising framework to support 
better alignment of secondary 
and post-secondary advising 
strategies. It will also provide 
examples of common metrics to 
measure implementation results 
and how to develop a 
collaborative post secondary 
advising framework to sustain the 
work at the practice level of 
schools.

Megan Sawle
Director of Product Marketing at Infosec

Victor Malloy
General Manager at CyberTexas 

Foundation

Vianey Romo
Workforce Coordinator at Medical 
Center of the Americas Foundation

Michaele LindenJohnson
Director of Clinical Trials and Business 

Development

June Giddings
Reach Higher State Director

Leveraging G Suite for Remote 
Learning

Transitioning from the classroom 
to a remote learning environment 
can be daunting, but G Suite for 
Education puts the power of 
Google in your toolbox! In this 
session, we will explore how 
Google Classroom and Google 
Meet, when paired with some 
other Google apps, can be used 
to create effective and dynamic 
online learning spaces.

Redefining the Daily Grind
I will take you through the 
journey of understanding the 
Grind Talk Program & Local Labor 
Market Information from the 
Workforce Solutions Borderplex!

What’s New in Xello: 
Everything You Need to Know

In this session, we'll show you 
everything you need to know 
about what's new in Xello. This 
includes our new Skills Lab 
assessment, college application 
tools such as a knowledge hub to 
help students complete FAFSA, 
custom lessons to track your 
senior student’s completion of 
FAFSA, a local scholarships 
search function, how to set up 
electronic transcripts and letters 
of recommendation, and so much 
more!

Kris Armijo
Educational Technology Specialist 

Moriarty-Edgewood School District & 
Google Certified Trainer and Innovator

April Hall
Career and Education Outreach 

Coordinator at Workforce Solutions 
Borderplex's "Grind Talk"

Jerome Martin
Senior Success Manager at XELLO

Kirsten Mahaffy
Senior Onboarding Manager at XELLO

Lunch Break

11:15 AM
to

12:00 PM

12:00 PM
to

12:30 PM 
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12:30 PM
to

1:15 PM

Special Presentations

Adapting Design 
Considerations for the 
COVID-19 Pandemic

The recent COVID-19 pandemic 
has resulted in rapid changes to 
the work environment and how 
work is performed. Almost every 
industry has been forced to adapt 
to the situation and enact rapid 
changes in a manner that could 
limit disruption to productivity. 
These current conditions are also 
driving responses to the ways the 
workforce, and students, will 
return to their environments in an 
effort to restore as much of our 
lives as possible. This can be 
done; but lasting changes will 
likely remain for the foreseeable 
future. MNK is quickly adjusting 
our own work setting and at the 
same time tasking ourselves with 
the goal of helping our clients 
return to new constructed spaces 
that restores the best parts of 
how people interacted with one 
another. Architects will play a role 
in changing the narrative from 
crisis to one of adaptation and 
even, opportunity.

Conference Closing

Workforce Preparation in a 
Whole New World - What's It 

Going To Take?
All educators will have to ask 
themselves some hard questions 
about their expected outcomes 
for young people and to critically 
examine their roles in creating 
new ways of working to enhance 
the preparation of young people 
for success in the world today.  
The future workforce will be far 
different from the one that 
prepared us for today.  Where do 
we begin? What is needed? What 
is my part? Who owns career and 
workforce development? In this 
session we will explore 
Coordination, Collaboration, 
Collective Responsibility for a 
different mode of creating 
successful future options for all 
students.

Edmund Castle
Principle Engineer at MNK Architects

Patricia Martin
Education Consultant

Collaborative Battle with the 
Pandemic:  How society as well 
as the medical and public health 

fields will be transformed by 
COVID-19

The public-private partnership 
between the City of El Paso, 
Medical Center of the Americas 
Foundation, UT Houston School of 
Public Health, Paso del Norte 
Health Foundation and Battelle has 
created an Enhanced COVID-19 
Regional Public Health response. 
The presentation will focus on what 
the partnership is and how it is 
creating collaborations that will 
develop cohesive and effective 
response plans and keep our 
community informed on the best 
ways to remain healthy, access 
testing and treatment, and stop the 
spread of COVID-19. The effort will 
also inform the partnership on gaps 
in the region’s public health and 
emergency response so that we can 
improve these areas for the future.  
Dr. Alozie and Dr. Mena will discuss 
how the medical and public health 
fields will change due to the 
pandemic, and how education in 
those fields must also change.

Using Labor Market 
Information to Prepare the 

Future Workforce 
This session will explore how to 
use labor market information to 
inform about CTE curriculum, 
pathways development, 
individual student and family 
decision-making.  For the first 
part of the session, we will share 
information about what labor 
market information is and how to 
interpret data and use it for CTE.  
Then, we will use LMI from the 
Borderplex region to discuss key 
data around industries, wages, 
and expected job growth. The 
session will conclude with a few 
minutes for audience questions. 

Emma Schwartz
President at the Medical Center of the 

Americas Foundation
Dr. Ogechika Alozie - Chief Medical 

Officer at Del Sol Medical Center
Dr. Kristina Mena - El Paso Campus 

Dean at University of Texas - Houston 
School of Public Health

Sarah Jenness
Senior Program Manager at

Jobs for the Future
Derek Niño

Associate Director at
Jobs for the Future

1:15 PM
to

1:30 PM Join the ESC Region 19 staff for closing remarks and fantastic DOOR PRIZES!
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